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DreamCount

permission, and sometimes I pressed my palm to my chest and held it
there. I was alone in my house in Maryland, in suburban silence, the
eerie roads bordered by trees that themselves seemed stilled by the
quiet. No cars drove past. I looked out and saw a herd of deer strid-
ing across the clearing of my front yard. About ten deer, or maybe

fifteen, nothing like the lone deer I would see from time to time
chewing shyly in the grass. I felt frightened of them, their unusual

boldness, as though my world was about to be overrun not just by

deer, but by other lurking creatures I could not imagine. Sometimes

I barely ate, wandering into the pantry to nibble on crackers, and

other times I dug out forgotten bags of frozen vegetables and cooked

spicy beans that reminded me of childhood. The formless days bled
into one another and I had the sensation of time turning inward.

My joints throbbed, and the muscles of my back, and the sides of my

neck, as if my body knew too well that we are not made to live like
this. I did not write because I could not write. I never turned on my

treadmill. On Zoom calls, everyone echoed, reaching but not touch-
ing, the distance between us all further hollowed out.

MY BEsT FRIEND, Zikora, nearby in DC, called one after-

noon and said she was at lUalmart buying toilet paper.

'You went out!' I said, almost shouting.

'I'm double-masked and Im wearing gloves,' she said. 'The police
are here organizing the line for toilet paper - can you imagine?'

Zikora switched to Igbo and continued, 'People are shouting at each

other. I'm really afraid someone will soon pull a gun. This White
man in front of me is suspect; he came in a massive truck and het
wearing a red hat.'

\7e never spoke pure Igbo-English words always littered our sen-

tences - but Zikora had vigilantly shed all English in case strangers

overheard, and now she sounded contrived, like a bad TV drama

about precolonial times. A man riding a big land boat and wearing a

hat the colour of blood. I began to laugh and she began to laugh, and I
felt briefly released, restored.

'Honestly, Zikor, you shouldnt have gone out.'

'But we need toilet par
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just before lockdown and my mother often said, 'lmagine if we had

been stranded in Europe. This thing is killing our age-mates there

like flies.'

'lmagine the disaster if we had Europe's death rates,' my father

said.

'God is saving Nigeria; there is no other explanation,'Afam said.

'There's magic,' Bunachi said waspishly. Then he added, 'Europe

is just honest at recording coronavirus deaths.'

'No, no, no,' my father said. 'If we had high death rates, we

wouldn't be able to hide it.'Wete too disorganized; we're not China.'
'Jesus, lv{ary and Joseph. A11 these numbers are people, people,'

my mother said, her face turned away, watching TV.
'l took a spoon to an ATM this morning,'Afam said.

A spoon?' my mother asked, fully frontal again.
'l just didn't want to touch that machine, so I pressed in my pass-

code with the spoon and then threw the spoon awayi Afam said.

'You didn't wear gloves?'my mother asked.

'l did, but who knows if coronavirus can pass through gloves/'

Afam said.

'The virus dies in seconds on solid surfaces. You just u,asted a

spoon,' Bunachi said, all-knowing as ever. A few days before, he had

declared that ventilators were not the right treatment for coronavi-
rus. He was an accountant.

'But you should not have gone out in the {irst place, Afaur,' my

father said. '\Uhat are you doing with cash, anyway? You people

stocked up we11.'

'l need cash. Lagos is very tense,'Afam said.

'Tense howl' Bunachi asked, and Afam ignored l-rim until nry

father asked, 'What do you mean by tense/'

'Mobs are gathering at estates all over Tl-re Island, asking for

money and food. You know many people earn their living day-to-day;

they dont have anything to fa[ back on. A11 these hawkers on the
road. I saw a video where somebody in a mob was saying they don't
want lockdown, that it's the rich who go abroad and catch corona-

virus, and since they washed or.rr clothes and pumped our car tyres

before lockdown, we shoul

of logic to it.'
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'Theyte hungry,'Afam

that if you dare drive out
sticks.'

He lived in an esrare

unique passcodes at the el

said the mob had beaten r

trying to deactivate the se

'They've started a fre
seen our \ThatsApp groq
trying to work out hou'be

'Do you still think rhe\
'I never said they n-ere

said.

On his screen, s'e sarr

He looked fragile and untr
in his marble balconl'. Tl
full, that it startled me ro
hrother master of his dar-l
iv{an u,ith power in hi.s p
his wife barricaded ther
kitchen had the sturdist J
only made him look afrail
and how easily u-e forger [x
air, and I jumped, un\-ure

,Afamt screen or lrom rrulr
'Dd you hear thatl' {

gate.'

'It's nothing seriorx.- m

can of insecticide into tlre
'Afam, go inside anJ L-r

To change the srrt"ject.

er-ery-nhere online- Bunac



-ElrA prES pue IIB ]r ^\au1 
'esJnoJ ;o 'rqceung 'eulluo araq,tt.4.ra,ta

tno plos sE^4. O unuetrl asop-q8rt1 plES I 'tlafqns aq] a8ueqc o1
'plBS reqloru Lur ,'s:oop eqr IIB 1trol PUE aPISUI oE 'rue1y,

('aJg aql olul ePl3llfesul Jo uBl)

e u.ry\oJqt e^Erl lsnu [".{L 'p]BS reqlB1 ,(tu ,'snol.res Sutqtou s,11,

,'aleE

erlt tE uorsoldxa Jo pull auos, 'plES tutsJV (ltEtll rertl no,( plCL

',r\oPu].r1.,\ru ePrslno luo{ Jo uaeJf,s s(llIEJV

ruo5 eruof, PEq rl JeqlaqrA lueruoul B JoJ arnsun 'padutn[ 1 pue 'le
eqt rrlds Sueq pnol V 'ale a.{\ rlqtsleerq,\tor{ ta8ro; e.t /.1tsea .,troq Pue

'ere 11e o.n a]qeIeerq .ttoq rq8noqt 1 pue 'prer;B 1ool rurq aperu Lluo

qrlq^\ 'ple:;zun Iool ol Sur.trt se.tr aH 'roop tsalPrn}s aql PEq ueqslll
aql asnEreg uerlf,trl aql ur uarPllqr o.\/\l raq] PrPEsIrrBq eJI^a slrl

allq^{ erer{t Surpuels se.t\ oq 
^\oN 

'steltod stq ut ra,lrod qll/ uEI,^{

3rg so8el SunoL E 'sasseursnq srq Suruun; 'sLep slq Jo JatsEru Jeqlolq

.ftu pue /;eurpro sem aJll ueq.tt reguauer ot eru pellJtsls t1 ieqt '11n1

.(1qsn1 os saleel 'tuepre.r. os sE,rA rueld aq1 '[uo:1eq elqreu slq ul
tueld patrod 11et e ,(q a:aqr Sutpuets 'patsalun pue altEerl pelool aH

'1,1s 8urua.te aql olul Sutstr e{otus [arE ,,nts e.^A 'ueeJtrs slq uO
'Plus

uIBJV ,'[r8unq ere.tr lagl p]ES I 'ssaltrleq era.\\ .(eqt ptes ralau L
'petunBt 1rlreung (lsselurBq are Laqr 1ulqr lpts no.( oq,

('rueql ol rl re8 ol lsaq.ld.or-[ ]no 1lo.l.r ot 8ut,(rt

'/,auour Surtnquluof, IIE ar(elN 'eAIllE os dnorB ddysteqlg Jno uees

.releu aA,l, 'prBS ag ,'acuertua aqr l,q lsnl arg ts paue]s e.t,Laq1,

'ruatsLs ltuncas er{] atelltleep ot 3ur.(rt

'sa1eB aql te SutEueq aJea pue 'spren8 aqt uateaq per{ qotu rr{t pIES

aq '.(ep txeu aqJ 'sate8 e:uertue f,Iuortf,ele eqt tB sapof,ssed enbtun

pepaeu srotrsrl eJar{,\\ sesnor{ 3u111nq Jo rtBlse uB uI pa^ll oH

('sIf,ES

qtr.tr no,( eseqf, .(eqt tec a,rrsuadxe uB uI tno e^IJp eJep noz( 1 teqt
prearl I 'l IV eqt ot peIIB^\ uele L 'plBS UrEJV ,'[r8ung ar,[a91,

'pJBS 1qf,Bung ,'sleuturtre tsn[ er,l,aqf ']l or ctBol ou s.aJar{f,

,'11 or ct3o1;o

pul{ E s(aJaqt 'r1e; aq of 'tueqt paa;.&tou plnoqs e.,n 'u.,rtop1col aro;aq

sar,il rec mo paJunJ pue

-euo.roJ q318f, Prre Peclqe

luop rbqr 8rn{es setr +a{E
eql uo sralltBg ese[f] I[\.-
ll,ep-ot-lep 3r4-{I ne{r urE

ro; 8ur1se 'puBIsI orlf ra

r{ur lpun -rq p.ro,ra J
-flltf:--- I

eldoad notr ;r(em-iue \pu
[ur ,'rue;y 'sce1d lsrg e{F

-r^EuoJof, Jo, rueurEfn ry
peq eq 'a.ro;aq siep -nag a
E pelsBra tsn[ notr 'sef€+-rr

,2sarro13 q8norqr ssed ueo
'Fel

'PIes urBrv,',{e^ne rrr-rN

-ssed.(ur u1 passard I c -at

'urde p
'p;es ure-19- .';r

'g ar_np

,'aldoad 'aldoad aJe sJqm

,'€uIqC lou ar(eft\ :peruPn

e.r\ 'seler qreep qa1q p*
,sB

edorng, 'pappe ar{ urr{I r
'prBS IUBJV ,'uorletrqdxe -r,

JarpBJ dul ,'seler qleep s{a

eJaql s4erx-e8e rno Surm

Peq eA\ JI eqSeu{, 'pres u



Drcatn C-outtl

min C didn't prevent the virus, and he would send us the recipe for
an infusion made with fresh basil, which we should inhale daily.

'Nobody has fresh basil,'Afam snapped.

Bunachi began to recite the latest statisrics on deaths by country
and I said, 'My battery is dying', and hung up. I sent Afarn a text,
ending with a line of red heart emojis: Hang in there, bro, you'll all be

finr.

MY coustN OMELOGOR said nothing of the sort was hap-
pening in Abuja, Abuja was milder than Lagos, as always, it was like
a Lagos bleached by sun, nutrients leaking away.

'People are dying and people are having birthday parties,' she

said.

'Iil/hat?'
'The president's chief of staff died yesterday of coronavirus and

this morning Ejiro invited me to her birthday party. I told her that
if I want to risk death, I will choose a better way than her birthday
party.'

It jarred to hear Omelogor say 'died' and 'deatLf; she rarely spoke

of symptoms or numbers of the dead. She talked of resealing cartons

of Indomie noodles with strong Sellotape before leaving them at the
gate of a motherless baby's home; or of the surge, since lockdown,
of web traffic on her website, For Men Only, more unique visitors
from more countries, many asking her to make a video and finally
reveal herself, 'lt almost feels intimate, asking me to make a video,'

Omelogor said with laughter in her voice. Of all the people I loved,

Omelogor was the most like herself still, undefeated by this commu-
nal unknown; she always looked awake and showered and alive with
plans. 'Chia, this thing willpass. Human beings have survived many
plagues throughout history,' she said often, sensing my sagging spirits,

and her tone bolstered me, even though'plague' reminded me, for
some reason, of blood leeches.

'Don't call it a plague,' I said.

Sometimes we didn't talk, propping our phones on a book, or a
mug, sharing our silences and our background sounds. Only with

Omelogor was silence tol
felt like failure, and so I
we adapt, or pretend to ad
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Drean cbutil

she said, 'Miss Chia, don't worry about me', her voice quiet, unwilling
to make a fuss. And yet only weeks before, that same voice, raised in
panic, was shouting on the phone, 'He will send people to kill me!

He will send people to kill me!' She had refused therapy, shaking her
head, saying, 'l cannot talk to stranger, I cannot talk to stranger.'

A11 she wanted was for the trial to be c'rver, but court cases were sus-

pended now, and I worried that, stuck in lockdorvn's limbo, she might
succumb to darkness.

'How will I get a job again after this? How will I get a job again?'

she asked me, and she sounded so despondent that I wanted to weep.

'You can open your restaurant after the trial is over, Kadi,' I said.

'Nobody will go to restaurant again after corona,' she said flatly.

On one call, a flash of aggression trom Kadiatou startled me.

'Don't send money again, Miss Chia. You give me enough already.'

She had never spoken in that tone to me before. Hushed tension
settled across distance, between screens.

'Okay, Kadi,' I said, finally-. She hung up without saying goodbye,

and I waitecl a few days before calling her again. Whenever I asked

Binta, 'How is your mom doing?'her reply was the same; 'She cries

at night.'
Nobody will go to restaurdnt again. I could not imagine this new

isolated existence, where people no longer went out to eat, because

I needed to believe that the world could still be an enchanted place

agaln.

THE StLENcE oUTStoe frightened me. The news frightened
me. I read of old men and old women dying alone, as if unloved, while
the people who loved them stood weeping behind glass screens. On
television, I saw bodies carried out like stiff mannequins wrapped

in white, and I mourned the loss of strangers. I scoured Twitter for
coronavirus hashtags, and on Google Tianslate I pasted the tweets of
Italian doctors who seemed to know what they were talking about.

!7hich wasn't much, because in the end, everybody knew so little, all
feeling their way in the dark. Each new symptom I learned about, I
imagined that I had, and the symptoms kept changing - every day
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